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A New Bill drawn up by a Committee of 
Grievances, in Reply to the Ladies 
and Batchelors Petition and Remon- 
france, vc. 


Irgins and Batchelors, cr rather Ladies ard Gentlemen (for that 
is your ſafer name, ard ſo we would adviſe you to title your 
ſelves) we have received both your Addreſſes, and both your 
Suits lye before us. We confeſs that, to do you equa] right, 3ou 
botn plead-ſtrongly, and pray heartily : However, the fervour 
of the Suppliant does not always argue the honeſty of the Petitt- 
on. The moſt unreaſonable moſt urjuſt things in the World 
may be as vigorouſly pray'd for as the beſt. A man in his angry moments may as 
zealouſly with to ſee his honeſt Neighbour hang'd, as te ever wiſh'd in a fit of 
Sickneſs ro be ayvd. The ſame Tradeſmans Wite that at Morning Service cou'd 
chink of nothing but Abrebams boſom, before nigte perhaps has alter'd her note, 
and pray'd with greater vehemence to meet her Callan. 
_. The Merit. cherefore, and not the Oratory of the Plea is the biuifineſs of our 
Examination., Bur before we deſcend to, particylars, we wuſt ſo far jjoyn with 
you, to. own your Cauſe (that we may uſe zour own phraſe) a matter of the. great- 
eſt conſequence that ever came wichin our Walls. For Hymewand Love,..Generation 
and Progeny, the fulfilling of the great firſt Commandment, - Inereaſe and Multiply, 
1s indeed an Importance fo high, that not only the preſent Race of Mankind, tte 
now occupants of the World, but even the yet unborp are concemed-in'ir. 
Having therefore duly weigh'd the whole Controverſie berween the Petitior.ers 
and Remonſtrancers, we muſt declare-our ready tenderneſs; -and without..pait a.itv, 
favourable Inclinations both ro the Complaint, and Complairants, the aggiicved 
Petitioners. For having corfider'd, that long Cuſtoms out of the memory of 
man, are by the Bra:i/h Couſticution equivalcnt to che 'moſt binding Laws; ve 
find upon ſearch that England has been always .the Heaven of Women, and alſo by 
another cuſtomary ferale Claim,that a Woman never loſes hey Honor ; and conſequent- 
ly that the practiſed Deference and Complaifance to the Sex is an unalieoable 
Right: Upon the ſaid premiſes duly conſider'd, as we fic here not to deſtroy Fun- 
damentals,. bue c> ſupport *em,. we muſt allow a great many unqueſtion d Preroga- 
tives as their juſt and natural Right:; a fair Mugne Charts on the ſoft Sexes fide. 
Nevertheleſs,” not to-come ro- any > be a Caulatrundita, we 
think it highly confiſtent wich our own Honour and Juſtice ro diſcufs the 7:42 
points in diſpute berween che Ladies and Batchelors, before we come to any fital 
deciſion on either fide. 
- Firſt, then we:cannot but take notice that the Batchelors very unjuſtly chaire 
the Petitioners with Difficult Courrſhi»; the pretended Servitude of tec1ous Fcod- 
Proviiceſbide, Ge. being iy the whole a moſt gotoriouſly falſe ard malicious. ſug- 
eflion. For-how canany man in his .righe' wits believe thac ten thoyſand Grezn- 


lickneſs Maidens, ſubſcribers.g0;the Petition, can be thoſe hard-hearied Yow Kac!. / 
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Miftreſſes (as if Life, Health'and Love were ſo little dear to them) that they would - 
rather dye Martyrs to Oatmeal, Loam and Chalk, ahan accept ſuch able ors 
and ſuch pleaſant Phyſfek for their Recoverits, ia thar only Elixir Vite, Min and 
Matramony, EY 8 

Nay, do not the whole Body of Petitioners moſt frankly and pgeneronfly avow 
(both for their Majeſties and the Nations Service) their ready Inclinations and De- 
fires of. recruiting the 1carly Flandrian Mortality, by an immediate Conſummation 
and Propagation. Is not the fair Feſtival-ſheer hung out, with all the heartieſt 
Brida] Complimenr, of #ake Sleepers, riſe and ear > And cat) the ungrateſul Batche- 
Jors talk of Seven years Courtſhip atter ſuch indearing Invitations! But however, 
if by chance, once in an Age, rhey meet with a thick-ſhelld bitter Almond, muſt the 
generality of the Sex, rlie tenderer Piſtacheves, requiring Hor half the cracking 1la- 
bour, and with ten times the ſweerer Kerne], be falſely reproachr and reviled ? 

And whereas the Batehe!lors ridiculouſly object their fear and dread of entring 
into the Matrimonial ftate, from: the tuggeſted oy and Pris:leneſs of the weaker 
Veflel>: to obviate the folly of that Fear, 'and the ſhallowneſs of that argument, 
we declafte, Nemine contralicentey the fair Sex, ( not to diminiſh their value ) to be 
rrue precious Porceldne, and it-lies only 1n the gentle uſage arid'tenderneſs of the 
haridling, to preſerve *tm. þ EL | 

And we farther declare this Petition of the longing Ladies, notwithſtanding the 
feurritous Batchelors ridiculing and cenforious Refle@ions, to be as honeſt a Sup- 
plication, as a Prayer for daily Bread : for every Thing would live. 

And whereas one great Bur to Matrimony, are the common pretetfions of Good 
Hasbandfy,' jh eh6ofingraher to buy at Hackney, than keep a'Milchir of rheir own; 
as'thereby ehdeayourinigito avbid the Expenfive'Concomirants of Wedlock. Now 
a5 Theſe unthinking Retfionſtranters/tHever:confitler the dangerous Riſques of their 
own Latitudinarieh principles: and-pradtices, in'jncutring the hazard 'of coming t6 
Saſſzparilja and Gnracuis,, dnt the reſt of -the '&y Drugs, infinitely-ttiore expenſive 
than the objeted Matrimonial Sweer-mears and Caudles, Goſlipitigs and Chriſt 
nings, .cc. 'the Confetignersa-much eafter than the Apothecaries Bill, and one 
Dr. Wall a heavier incident cHarge'than two Chimberlains. 

We rheref6ie think fe to J#y before their Eyes the too common and too threat- 
ning matevblence bf thoſe: milzgnant -Aﬀſceridarits, v/F. Yenzs in the Jower Houſe, 
and. Mercury ih the'upper one; /antl withal adviſe fem to refle& that the: Nurſery of 
a whole Fire:ſide'is not helf the Expence of:;rearfng; of gelding Raners into flanding 
Goits.” We could likewiſe further convince ?em, thar the univerſal havock of all 
the' Mayms and! Cripples, - from: French Chain-ſhot and-Splinters got betwixe Wind 
and Water, 'is both the vaſter Hoſpital Rent-charge, than the Penſions of Chelſey 
and Chattham.. ' | | | ES Ol | 

Hbwever, if-no Coutiſe} nor Precept can reduee"em fromtheir infamous Repro- . 
batioft to the honourable ſtate, we hereby ena'ithis puniſhMtat of ithefr Apoliacy. 
T har they live in'their fins, inÞ ye {n-their ſhathe 3 and 'ashelaſt-publick brand, 
be urterly d&batr'd'even that common Givilfey of bribing-rhe Searchers, "qnd foften- 
ing the Bill of Mortality, by flurring'a ſham& fac 'd Confirmprfen upto a [canda- . 
Jous Rer. | : ; Eg, WD OISOTIET FO LH 43 

Bur to begin onr Examination into'the Peritiofters greateſt and” loudeft-congu'd + 
Grievance, the Multitude of Miſſes 3 and'4ll the fatal I rfluenices from thoſe reigning 
Aſcendants z. that vot only (#5 the Petitiofiets modeſtly! &bthplain) divere; but(as 
we may ſafely add) poyſon thoſe wholtſomte "ſtreamsy:@Hich7 would otherwiſe rim 
ir. the regular Channe] of Matrimony ; 'we ſhall hete Tbjoyn our! gyms and © 

utnoTity .. 
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Awmthority for accompliſhing a thorough Reformation in this parricular ;: with the 
follow ing Tnflitions and. Puniſhments for the difeourdgement and ſuppreſſion of the 
ſaid notorions Vice and Enormity.. 4 Co es 

W hereas therefore, to the feandal of rhe Afe,* it has been too 6ften experi- 
enced, that witty and beaptiful Spouſe has been abandon'd for hard favour'd dowdy 
Niſs ; under no other ſhadow of. excuſe, than the pretendet difcovery of having 
found a Fiddle abroad, and therefore lighting the unmuſical Inſtrumer* ar tome ; 
Now in utter dereſtation of ſuch abominable precences, and ſuch unarural Con- 
Jugal-Abdication; together wich the' manifeft Juſtice of Lex Talionis, we do here- 

Licenſe and Authortze the aforeſaid fair Abaiddon'd (as well for the Ailzviation 
of doleful Widow'd nights, and Virgin ſheets ; as for the ſupport of 'the Family. 
poſſibly in no ſmall danger from fuch'negle@ and Defertion) to borrow the Athit- 
ance of ſome dignified Younger Brother, to raiſe Heirs, &%*. withour inciirring 
the Premunire of Elopement ; or upon Non-Readineſs and Failure of juch honou- 
rable ſupply, td have free leaye to take-up with ſome courfer Domeſtick Mental, 
though bur to the homely Tune of Drive on Coachman. . . - 

And in like mahner 'tis Reſolved and Order'd,' That 'all thoſe Raziblers and 
Strays under that mifteading Tgxi Fatuus, the ſweet fin of Variety, tat ſhall cherefore 
traſh at ourlying Plyrdlities, though poſſibly, naturally ſo weak-gifted, ,as to be 
ſcarce ſufficiently qualified for due I:icumbence at home, ſhall for the ſaid wilfu! 
offence of Non-Refidence, incur the Penalty of Segueſtra2ion, to be fapply'd by a 
Curate, from the choice of the Pariſh. | | 

And whereas the fair Complainants too loudly inveigh againſt their powerful 
Rival #ine, and the preſent too ſpreading Idolatry' of the Bottle, and the dange- 
rous corccomitants thereof ; which the Bachelors endeayour-coſofcen and ſweeten, 
by inſinuating the Juice of the'Grape no ill-meaning Evemyts the God of Love's 
Subjects: Thr adfuſtwent'sf | the Difpdte, be:it reſolved, That Wine be no far» 
ther encouraged than as Amoruh fantilis, a good Servant. but a bad Maſter ; ro þe 
indulg'd and cheriſht as a moderate Grace-cup, ro make'Love chirp, bur not ſleep; 
and be uſed for Sawce and Reliſh, 'nor ſor Sowſe and Pickle. Beit therefore enaQs-. 
ed, That for due puniſhmene of thoſe violent Claret: hunters, that by.abule of this 
lawful a2d limired Indulgence, do outrun all beunes, ro the making a toy) of @ - 
plexfure, ant a redious tireſome Fox-chaſe of ir; it giay and Thall be Jawfyl. for the 
ſweer negtefted Peytzs, like che old modeſt Diana, to puniſh all ſuch,cqpital offen- 
ders with the! From vof'an; Aﬀeon 5 it being the opinidn of this Commitree, har 
the,wilful neglect of Family Duty, and, all falſe meaſures of due. Benewolence fall as 
Juſtly wader Pebliemeniar enſure-and Laſhas the falſe picking of Butter. 

And whereas the crying ſhame of the daily *feandalous Rhiines, the licentious 
ſcarrjlous Pamphler Doggrel and Playhouſe Farce pon 'the holy ſtate of Matri- 
meny, is no ſmall] Grievance of the Petitioners. - This Honourable Commitree , 
as fully empower'd'to ſearch Papers ard Recotds, have found the ſaid Libelsto 
be: wholly. matter of Malice and Cajumgy, the generality. of.the Authoss being ej- 
ther ſome ſcribling , aſpiring, Nighted pretepder to ſome fair diſdainfyl'Celi:; and 
thtrefore.in pure fpight and revenge, pelted and perſecuted with Satyr and Lam- 
on, for no other fin'but Her bein deat and invincible to Dity. and Sonnet ; and 
thereupon the whole: Honourable ſtate of Wedlock, maliciouſly: vilified, with the 
outcry of dry m2at, for no other reafon but that themielves are thrown out of the 
Chaſe, and excluded the Gamez: Qr otherwiſe if ſuch Wedlock-railiong be the 
Venome and Gall of any marfy'& Author, we conclude ir the product of ſome _ 
very hard Bargain, as poſſibly ſome old-tapp'd leaky Broach at home, and there- 
upen ..; 
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: ypon-lhis, Pajlat, wholly depraved and ſowr'd with-this nauſeous. Draught of Lees 
Nevertheleſs all the (aid villanous Ribaldry and Libels,as hatched and. contriyed fot 
ſowing Sedition aid-fomenting Schiſm within the peaceable and uniced Ecclefiaſti- 
cal 2rovinces of Hym:nandLova,we do hereby adjudgze and ſentence to_the old doom 
of Heretico Comburendo. 

And whereas our fair Petitioners enforce their Suit, from our condeſcenſion te 
the humble Debartes of cutting the Rivers Lug and Wye, &'c. Be it therefore Re- 
ſolved and Ordered accordingly, That che preſent Virgin Shallows, hitherto of no 
farther uſe than rhe driving a poor Watermill, &'c. be dug. into Deeps and 
Channels, : and:made Navigable for Traders and Voyagers, and ſo reader'd uſeful 
to the publick for the ſerviceable bearing of Bulk and Burchen, 

Provided (till, that all the fair Bridal pretenders ſhall bring their whole Loaf 
to the Spouſal Board, and not have any of the Kiſſing Cruſt pared off by any hun- 
gry Sharper for Breakfaſt, before the good man in Black has ſaid Grace for the 
Norial-olght Supper, with the reſt of the uſual Ceremonies of Fall ro in Gods 
"Name. 

But it by any frail miſchance, an unhappy falling Fair, under pretence of a pure 
 untoucht DomeRick Lrenfil, ſhall bring a craz'd Pipkin into play ; ſhe ſhall be 
obliged by a true arid thorough Reformation, and Engagement of her future more 
Niead, Uprighrneſs, ro give good Security that a crackt Maidenhead, like a bro- 
ken Bone, ſhall be ftrongeſt where 'tis ſec again, or orherwiſe to forfeit all Righr 
and Benefir of our favour and proteCion. * | 

Laſtly, be it order'd, -in favour to the Petitioners propoſed Supply cowards re- 
_ the humane dearth and ſcarcity made by the hungryjDevourer War, That 
a_Clauſe be inſerted to. favr out of all.chs. Female Phyſick-gardens, and indecd 
from put the whole Commonwealth, thoſe dangerous. Plants call'd. Cover- ſhame, 
alias Savine, and other anti-conceptzve Weeds and Poylons, thoſe notorious Reſto- 
ratives of flender Shapes, and tender Reputation”, to the loud and crying Thame 
of Love loft, and 4 Good Thing thrown away. A | 
' As for what re'ates to the Chaplains, we are willing 'to allow *em plenty of 
Meat, Drink and Tobacco, the moſt zealous part of their Supplication ; nay, ta 
fit down at Table with their Patrons, provided they don't take upon them to cen- 
ſure the management of the Family, But whereas they petirion to, be freed from 
any obligation ro marry the Chamber-maid; we can by no means aſſent to it ; 
5 Dige? by immemorial cuſtom being a Deodaud, and belonging to Holy 

urch. | | 

Werthank the Poets for their good will to the Government, as appears by their 
Propoſal to raiſe a fund of 6000001. for the tupporr of ir ; but don't think it con- 
venſent to raiſe any Money cicher out of them, or the Ribbon weavers. The on» 
ly Tax we lay upon them is to Canonize all our ?H:roes that dye in Flanders, and 
» Oey their Victories in Verſe, And this will be no burtheaſome employment 

or them. - 

And ys as for the Widdows, provided they'll engage never to talk bawdy, 
and quote the ſay ings, or praiſe the valour of their dead Husbands, we will grant 
all axd every Clauſe in their Peticion, viq. The old Widdows ſhall have their 
Gums rubb'd with Coral. The rich ſhall be indulg'd. a rwelvemonths reſt. The 
poor ſhi]! have the forfeitures they beg for ; and the young receive full ſatisfatticn 
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